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W illiam David Lee Sr. July 2, 1938-July 15, 2024

William David Lee Sr, 86, (aka Papa) transitioned to Heaven to be with our Lord on July 15, 2024.

He was born in Jackson, Alabama on July 2, 1938 to William Thomas Lee and Mary Elizabeth Lee.
In 1959, he completed a Bible degree from Southeastern Bible College then in 1961 he completed
a BA from Florida Southern College both located in Lakeland, Florida. In 1976 he completed a

Masters Degree from The Assemblies of God Theological Seminary. In 1959, he married Jimmie
Ruth Moseley also from Jackson, Alabama. Together the young couple set out on their journey to

share the message of Jesus with people around the world. Their ministry began in 1962 when he
became pastor of Bethel Assembly of God in Winter Haven, Florida. In 1968 Bethel merged with
another church to form Calvary Assembly of God. In 1970 he was elected and served as youth

director (D-CAP) for the Peninsular Florida Assemblies of God. He served as D-CAP until 1976.
While serving as D-CAP, he led numerous mission trips to the Caribbean, to South America, and
to Europe. Then, in 1976 he received a call from our Lord to become a full-time missionary and

moved his family to San Jose, Costa Rica to attend language school. Then, in 1977, the family
moved to Medellin, Colombia to share Jesus in this nation. In 1980, the Assemblies of God

Division of Foreign Missions asked him to work with Spanish Television and Radio (STAR)
ministries where they created television and radio programs in Spanish that were distributed
throughout the Spanish speaking world. In 1982 the Assemblies of God asked him to create and

lead International Media Ministries (IMM) which he created and established in Lakeland, Florida.
Then, in 1985 he relocated IMM to Brussels, Belgium where he remained Executive Director until

1999. In early 1999, the Assemblies of God headquarters asked him to move to Springfield and
head their communication department. Then in 2001 the Assemblies of God Division of Foreign
Missions elected him to serve as a member of the executive committee. He served on the

executive committee until the fall of 2012 when he retired and moved, with his wife Jimmie Ruth,
to Lakeland, Florida.
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David was passionate about serving our Lord. In his life time he traveled to five continents and to
more than 100 countries where he served leaders in these nations by creating audio, video, radio,

and print materials in their languages that multiplied their efforts to share the Christian message.
Millions of people around the world have heard the gospel through these programs. Many of

these programs are still being broadcast today.

David was a servant leader who led by example. He genuinely loved people and was a kind,
caring, gentle man. He could land at nearly any airport in the world and a delegation of people,

that he had loved and served, would be there greet him. After his love and passion for serving
Jesus, the second most important people he loved and served was his family. He loved his family

deeply. And his family loves him deeply. We miss him so much. He leaves a big hole in our hearts,
however, we are filled with countless wonderful memories of him loving us and us loving him.

David Lee is survived by his wife of 64 years, Jimmie Ruth Lee, and his three children: William

David Lee, Jr, PhD (1960); Cynthia Ann Lee/Murphy (1962), Major U.S. Army, Nurse Practitioner
(Married to Bob Murphy); and Steven James Lee (1970), BA (married to Michelle Matheny). He is
also survived by grandsons: Luke Wilkinson; Chase Lee (Cassie); Hunter Lee (Kelsey); Colby Lee

and grand daughter Aimee Hetzel. Great Grandsons: Jasper Wilkinson; Wilder Wilkinson; Owen
Hetzel; Kayson Lee; Waylon Lee; Andrew Lee and great granddaughter, Lily Hetzel.

He is predeceased by his father, Thomas Lee, his mother, Mary Lee, his sisters, Marjorine
Slocumb and Aileen Johnson, and his brothers Frank Lee, DP Lee, and Cecil Lee.

His Celebration of Life Service will be held July 19, 2024 at Victory Church, 1401 Griffin Road,

Lakeland, Florida. The public viewing will begin at 10am followed by the celebration service at
11am.

A second Celebration of Life will be held July 23, 2024 at Jackson Assembly of God in Jackson,
Alabama.
Serving as pallbearers are Luke Wilkinson, Chase Lee, Hunter Lee, Colby Lee, Jimmy Wilder,

Carlos Diaz, Kent Harrell and Billy Register. Honorary pallbearers Jimmy Johnson, TL Johnson,
Joel Johnson, Michael Johnson, Johnny Johnson, Sam Johnson, Paul Hale, Scott Schultz, Richard

Dunn III, Laine Bloemeke, Jim Cox and Tommy Dunn.

His greatest desire was that all of his family, friends, and the countless of people he ministered
too, would spend eternity with him in Heaven. Let us all honor his desire. We Love you Papa.
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In Lieu of flowers, David Lee and his family would ask you to please make donations to
International Media Ministries Account # 516813, c/o Asssemblies of God World Missions, 1445

Boonville Ave, Springfield, MO 65802.
To give online, copy this link into your browser: https://giving.ag.org/donate/600001-516813
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Visitation

Victory Church

1401 Griffin Road, Lakeland FL 33810

Funeral Service

Victory Church

1401 Griffin Road, Lakeland FL 33810

Cemetery Details

Gaddies Chapel Cemetery

Walker Springs Rd, Jackson AL 36545

Events William David Lee Sr.
JUL  2, 1938 - JUL  15, 2024

Friday, July 19, 2024

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Friday, July 19, 2024

11:00 AM ET
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Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes shared a Video.

July 17 at 11:22 AM

CL Charles Lenn posted:

I'm grateful that David invited me to IMM's Tenth Anniversary celebration in Brussels, Belgium. Loren

Triplett was there with so many other dignitaries. It was a bit overwhelming to see the impact of IMM

throughout Europe and beyond. David and Jimmie Ruth were ideal to oversee this great ministry.

What a witness for the Lord! He will be greatly missed. Thank you Jimmie Ruth and family for your

faithfulness to work of our Lord! Brenda and I send our love and prayers. Charles and Brenda

LennPS: We also had the privilege of pastoring Jackson First Assembly from 1989-1994. Our son,

Jason, graduated from Jackson HS and went on to have a 20 year career in the United States Navy.

Kelly enjoyed so many friends during her time there and even celebrated being an Honor Star. We

owe so much to the people of Jackson AG.

July 22 at 8:33 AM

K1 Kathy Smoot Lhs Class Of 1968 posted:

I had the privilege of having Mr Lee for American History at LHS. He was kind knowledgeable and

made American History study more interesting. Prayers to his family and friends. God Bless Them.

🙏🏼🙏🏼🙏🏼:flag-us::flag-us::flag-us:

July 19 at 11:09 AM

TH

Terry Hoggard July 19 at 4:57 AM

Safe in the presence of the One that you loved and served. Home at last ... now and forever!

Terry Hoggard sent a virtual gift in honor of William.

July 19 at 4:52 AM

TH
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TH Terry Hoggard posted:

Ruthanne and I want to add our voice to many who will want to give honor to David Lee.We were

honored to share life and ministry with David, his wife, Jimmie Ruth, and his son David in

Brussels.David was leading International Media Ministries and I was serving as pastor of the Christian

Center. David, his family, and his team were a tremendous gift to our church for many years.He was a

true gentleman and a gracious servant of the Lord in every way.All those who knew him loved him.He

truly gave himself away and only heaven will reveal the impact and influence of his life.to God be all

the glory,Terry & Ruthanne Hoggard

July 19 at 4:50 AM

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Lee family.

July 19 at 1:10 AM

FF From Your Apmedia Ph Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of William.

July 19 at 1:10 AM

IA Imm Maps Alum sent a Gracious Lavender Basket to the Lee family.

July 18 at 8:16 AM

MF Martin Family (Michael, Staci & Family) sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Lee

family.

July 17 at 3:49 PM
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LW Linda Wright posted:

I have such great memories of David. He was so gracious to Larry Joe and me when we met him and

Jimmie Ruth back in the early 70’s. Helped to open many doors for our ministry. Love and prayers to

all the family💜💜

July 17 at 3:03 PM

SS Scott Schultz posted:

I actually thought he was my Uncle David. And I’ve always considered him to be Uncle David ❤️‼️

July 17 at 2:15 PM
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Media William David Lee Sr.
JUL  2, 1938 - JUL  15, 2024

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes shared a Video. July 17 at 11:22 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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